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Yeovil LCN Area
The Yeovil LCN area includes Yeovil as the main 

town, along with surrounding parishes and 

countryside. It spans busy neighbourhoods close 

to the town centre as well as smaller village 

communities where local life often centres on 

places like village halls, schools, and parish-led 

activities.

The population is diverse, with a range of needs 

shaped by both urban and rural communities. 

Common themes across the area provide a 

platform for partnership working, coordinated local 

support, clear routes into services, and strong 

links between community organisations and 

statutory partners.

Yeovil town centre redevelopment, including 

planned improvements around key sites such as 

the Octagon, may change how people use the 

area over time shaping opportunities for 

community activity, access to services, and how 

people connect with the area in future.



Yeovil LCN Partners

Core Partners
• Avon and Somerset Police

• Business Chamber

• Citizens Advice

• Department of Work and Pensions

• Devon and Somerset Fire and 

Rescue

• Education

• NHS

• RNAS Yeovilton

• Society Local Council Clerks

• Somerset Activity Sports Partnership

• Somerset Association Local Councils

• Somerset Local Nature Partnership

• Somerset Rivers Authority

• Spark Somerset

• Thrive (previously Community 

Council for Somerset)

• Yeovil District Hospital

Council Members
• Andy Kendall

• Andy Soughton

• David Woan

• Emily Pearlstone

• Evie Potts-Jones

• Faye Purbrick

• Graham Oakes

• Henry Hobhouse

• Jeny Snell

• John Bailey

• Kevin Messenger

• Mike Hewitson

• Oliver Patrick

• Peter Seib

• Tony Lock

• Wes Read

• Barwick and Stoford

• Brympton

• Chilthorne Domer

• Chilton Cantelo

• Closworth

• East Chinnock

• East Coker

• Hardington Mandeville

• Ilchester

• Marston Magna

• Montacute

• Mudford

• Odcombe

• Rimpton

• Stoke sub Hamdon

• Tintinhull

• West Camel

• West Coker

• Yeovil Town 

• Yeovil Without

• Yeovilton and District

Towns and Parishes



Meeting Participation

* ‘Other’ includes any organisation or representative not listed as a core partner, council member or 

town/parish for the Yeovil LCN area, including council officers and public.

** Figures include apologies received.

This LCN operated without an 

elected Chair or Vice Chair during 

the first half of the year, so the LCN 

Link Officer stepped in to provide 

additional coordination and meeting 

facilitation to ensure continuity and 

momentum. Yeovil Town Councillor, 

Karl Gill, has since volunteered to 

act as Chairperson and chaired our 

last meeting in March.

To strengthen accessibility and 

inclusivity, meetings were hosted in 

venues across the LCN area, to help 

different communities participate 

more easily and bring discussions 

closer to the places they affect.

Yeovil LCN has re-established a 

Highways Working Group, meeting 

for the first time in March, bringing 

partners together to discuss 

highways, transport and active 

travel. 



Meetings
Main LCN Meetings 2025-2026
Key themes, discussions and presentations:

Tuesday 23rd September 2025, 7pm

Hybrid – The Davis Hall, West Camel and Online

• The Octagon Theatre’s Redevelopment

• Risks to vulnerable children and young people in rural 

communities from organised crime

• Young offending – interventions and youth justice

Thursday 18th December 2025, 7pm

Hybrid – QEII Jubilee Pavilion, East Coker and Online 

• Yeovil Masterplan – consultation results and overview 

• The impact of hidden harms on children, families and vulnerable 

adults (linking to the Indices of Multiple Deprivation data, 

published October 2025)

• The Nelson Trust – domestic abuse, multiple disadvantage and 

available support. 

Thursday 19th March 2026, 7pm

Hybrid – Tintinhull Village Hall and online 

• The Octagon Theatre’s Arts Engagement and Outreach 

Programme 

• The Parish Preparedness Survey – outcome and next steps

• Storm Choudra recovery and flooding resilience

Focus
Young People’s Wellbeing 

(linked to poverty/deprivation)

Community Safety

Leisure/Recreation spaces - 

post-devolution

How refreshing 

last night’s 

LCN agenda was!

I am delighted to see a 

different approach & the 

data driven objectives 

Super 

agenda!



Access to Funding 

Case Study: Community Engagement Through Health Research

Beth supported Yeovil Amateur Boxing Club to successfully apply for funding 

to host a Community Conversation with its members, who considered a hard-to-

reach and under-represented voice. The application secured a grant of £350 

from the Somerset Research Engagement Network, working in association 

with Spark Somerset, and help was provided to facilitate the session.

The conversations explored members’ understanding, feelings and attitudes 

towards health research in primary care settings. This approach enabled 

meaningful dialogue with a predominantly male audience who are not routinely 

involved in formal consultation or research activity. 

As a result of this work, Beth was invited to present the learning and impact from 

the project at the Southwest Regional Research Engagement Network 

conference. This exposure led to an additional £165 being awarded to Yeovil 

Amateur Boxing Club, recognising the value of the engagement activity. 

The relationship developed through the project led to further positive outcomes. 

The club was visited by Abri Housing’s Community Investment Area Manager 

to explore partnership opportunities, and members are also participating in a 

charity abseil, raising funds for Yeovil Hospital. These activities helped broaden 

the club’s network and strengthen its links with local organisations.

The LCN served as the link connecting local councils and 
communities with grant opportunities such as Somerset 
Association of Local Council’s Health and Wellbeing Grant.

Key awards by SALC included:

• £9,465 for Yeovil Town Council’s Allotments for All.

• £5,000 for Mudford Parish Council’s Community Plan.

• £1,000 for Stoke-Sub-Hamdon's Youth Outreach. 



LCN Activity

Yeovil’s Local Community Network Link Officer, Beth Poole, has supported a wide range of community engagement and partnership activity 
over the past year, delivering the role across two Local Community Network areas alongside evening and out-of-hours commitments.

Within this time, Beth has worked closely with parish councils, community groups and local organisations, responding to enquiries, sharing 
information and helping local ideas move forward. Partnership work has focused on progressing local projects, including discussion with St 
Michael and All Angels Church in East Coker to develop community use of the building, and supporting integrated neighbourhood-led activities 
with organisations such the Birchfield Action Group and Connect Somerset.

Beth has contributed to wider conversations about Yeovil’s future, including engagement around Yeovil Town’s Master Plan and the co-design 
of community spaces, helping ensure local voices are heard as plans develop. Work with Healthy Somerset has supported the identification of 
suitable locations for health check clinics to reach people most at risk and encourage earlier intervention.

Improving access to services has remained a priority, including linking dementia support organisations with local transport to help overcome 
rural access issues, and contributing community feedback into Abri Housing’s ‘Octavia’ Foundation Strategy to help shape future investment. 
Alongside this, Beth has developed a local newsletter and continues to promote Somerset Council consultations, champion preparedness and 
resilience activity, and support communities to make the best use of local resources and opportunities.



Get in touch!
yeovillcn@somerset.gov.uk

lcn@somerset.gov.uk
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