


• If the fire alarm sounds leave the building immediately- fire exists 
clearly signposted 

• Could everyone turn your mobile’s WiFi off to ensure those online get 
the best experience possible.

• All information is captured during online discussion and forms part of 
the notes.

• Please put your phone on silent.
• When speaking please hold one of the microphones and speak 

clearly into it. They will work automatically when you start 
speaking, indicated with a green light.

• Please raise your hand to alert the chair you’d like to speak

House Keeping



Your Local 
Community 

Network

Cheddar and 

Axbridge LCN



1. Introduction (including any apologies for absence) 
2. Agree notes and annual report from last meeting 
3. Update from Highways working group 
4. Climate change Discussions: 

A. Community Environment Toolkit: Cllr Dixie Darch
B. Tree Planting: Craig Dater, Woodland Creation Officer, Somerset Council 
C. Local Nature Recovery Strategy: Steve Dury, Somerset Council 

5.  Update on access to services discussion
6. . Agree theme and discussion of next meeting (12th December 2024)

Agenda



Highways Working 
Group



Cllr Dixie Darch and James Divall

Community 
Environment Toolkit



Craig Daters

Tree Planting



Tree Strategy Delivery
Community Projects 

Craig Daters

Woodland Creation Officer



A reminder of what we’re trying to 

achieve (over the next ten years!)

1. Create a wood culture

2. Ensure trees and woodland are resilient and adaptable

3. Expand tree, woodland and canopy cover

4. Create wood services and products

5. Create a sustainable and flexible governance



Current Work Streams

Its not just about getting ‘trees in the ground’!

• Community action

o Creation of Information Hub
o Support Schools and Community groups to plant trees

• Growing our own
o Support and enable development of community tree nurseries

• Getting trees in the ground

o Creating and developing ideas and opportunities within Somerset Council 
o Working with private landowners

• Building capacity 
o Collaborating with partner organisations

o Develop Somerset Tree Planting Register

• Unlocking funding

o Utilise national and local funding opportunities as well as private financing



We need you help…

To promote and directly support

• FREE trees for schools and community groups

• Somerset Tree Planting Register



FREE trees for schools and community groups

• In collaboration with the Woodland Trust

• Provide support to plan and plant whips to grow into small woodlands or hedgerows

• Woodland Trust provide the whips and we provide the guidance and support

• Open to all schools and any group who wish to plant on publicly accessible land



Somerset Tree Planting Register

• One single quantifiable metric within the Somerset Tree Strategy – to plant 240ha. new woodland 

every year for ten years

• We know trees are being planted by many small, medium and large groups, organisations and 
companies but we do not know how many, where and why

• The Register aims to collate this unique data to help inform and guide future plans, schemes and 

effort

• ‘Self-service’ questionnaire open to all 



Scheme details and contacts

Craig Daters and James Chapman – Somerset Council Woodland Creation Team

woodlandcreation@somerset.gov.uk

Somerset Tree Strategy

Free Trees for Schools and Communities - Woodland Trust

Somerset Tree Planting Register - Somerset Council - Citizen Space

mailto:woodlandcreation@somerset.gov.uk
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/environment-and-food-safety/climate-and-ecological-emergency/somerset-tree-strategy/
https://www.woodlandtrust.org.uk/plant-trees/schools-and-communities/
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsomersetcouncil.citizenspace.com%2Fclimate-and-environment%2Fwoodland-creation-engagement-survey%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccraig.daters%40somerset.gov.uk%7C3ced76836b9c49a350b908dc9f20fb63%7Cb524f606f77a4aa28da2fe70343b0cce%7C0%7C0%7C638560211203814766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DC8EDZ79VSmFs3kjGBFIwEv3hT41%2F1GtG1%2BPEUtT1gE%3D&reserved=0


Somerset Local Nature Recovery 

Strategy

Steve Dury (Somerset Council)



What is a Local Nature Recovery Strategy 
and why do we need it?

• A Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) is a spatial strategy for nature 
and environmental improvement 

• They are a legal requirement of the Environment Act 2021

• 48 strategies are in preparation across England and will stitch together 
at the boundaries to create England’s Nature Recovery Network

• Strategies will be refreshed every 3-10 years

❖ 1 in 6 species in the UK at risk of extinction (inc. 43% of birds)

❖ 2023 was the world’s warmest year on record (NOAA, 2024)

❖ Annual damage caused by flooding could increase by more than a 
fifth in today's terms over the next century due to climate change 
(BBC, 2023)



Somerset Council appointed as the Responsible 
Authority.  

Work being led by Somerset Council under the 
umbrella of the Somerset Local Nature Partnership 
to ensure a collaborative approach.

- Work with key partners to identify priorities & 
actions for species and habitats

- Identify priorities for restoring nature to meet 
socio/economic needs (flooding, water quality, 
health etc)

- involve delivery partners (farmers, community 
groups, developers, forestry, health sector etc)



 Preparation underway

 Public consultation Dec 2024 or Jan 2025

 Publish Somerset LNRS by March 2025

Somerset Local Nature 
Partnership



Local people working together to: 

• Map important nature areas

• Describe nature in Somerset and 

 opportunities for recovery 

• Set Nature Recovery Priorities

• Propose activities to recover     

nature                                    

• Map high opportunity nature areas

Local Nature 

Recovery Strategy



Objective for the LNRS is…

More, better quality habitat in the places where this will 
make the biggest contribution to nature recovery…

…and deliver other environmental 
benefits in the process.



LNRS can target the use of 
nature-based solutions where 
they will have the most benefit



But it’s also about…



What will the LNRS achieve and how?

…by working with local communities, landowners and managers, farmers, land-use 
planners, businesses, and local authorities at every step of the preparation.

LNRS

Restore and 
create habitat Increase species

Improve ecosystem 
services – carbon 

storage, flood 
mitigation, etc.

Increase 
access to 

nature



Agreeing priorities for Nature 

recovery 1. Statement of 
biodiversity 
priorities

Description of 
opportunities for 

recovering biodiversity

Measures relating to those 
priorities

Priorities for recovering 
biodiversity

Description of the strategy 
area and its biodiversity



Agreeing priorities for Nature 

recovery

Local Habitat Map produced by 

Biodiversify for Buckinghamshire 

Council (2021) for the LNRS pilot

2. Local Habitat 
Map Nature reserves

Other areas of particular 
importance for biodiversity

Areas where action could bring about 
nature recovery and other environmental 

benefits

National conservation sites







Jan-Oct 
2024

Stakeholder 
inputs & 
strategy 
drafting

Dec – Jan 
2024/25

Public 
consultation 

Mar 2025 Final draft

April 2025
Strategy 

approved & 
published

Indicative timeline





• Communication around existing services and community groups 
• Consideration of transport to get to these services
• Parish directories with local input- asset mapping
• Uncover what is missing 

Access to Services- progress



What actions do we need to take away?

Next steps and 
Actions



• 12th December- Venue TBC
• Theme/topic of discussion 
• Working group

Next Meeting
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